CHAPTER IV
VARIETIES
As stated in a previous chapter, the first oranges grown
in California were seedling sweet oranges. Unlike the
apple and peach, the sweet orange will come fairly true
from seed, the fruit from practically all seedlings being
marketable. Each tree, however, varies from its neigh-
bors in many minor characters, such as size, productive-
ness, season of ripening, seed content, flavor, and shipping
qualities. The fruit from an orchard of seedlings lacks
uniformity, which is one of the chief requisites of a com-
mercial fruit product. Seedling trees grow very large,
so large in fact that it is expensive to gather the fruit and
often difficult or impracticable to inclose the trees in fumi-
gating tents. For these and other reasons the old seedling
orchards have been gradually cut down and replaced by
budded trees or top-worked to improved varieties, until
at the present time comparatively few remain.
During the transition from seedling to budded orchards
the question as to which of the many varieties available
would prove the most profitable was a favorite subject for
discussion.
By 1885, enterprising nurserymen had introduced most
of the important varieties of the world, and these were
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